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the literature in this field. The three papers which he com¬ 
municated to the Society, of which he was elected a Fellow 1876 
November 12, are all connected with this branch of Astronomy. 
The first was a criticism, in very unfortunate terms, of Smyth’s 
Celestial Cycle : for the publication of this paper the Council 
afterwards formally expressed regret. The other two are lists of 
emendations and errata for the double-star catalogues in Yois. 
XL. and XXXY. of the Mem. R.A.S . All three papers show 
great industry ; and the overhauling of the catalogues was 
supplemented by observations made by the author himself with a 
3J inch Sheepshanks’ instrument lent by this Society. In 1886 
he published, in conjunction with Mr. Latimer Clark, a small 
work entitled “ The Star Guide ” : a list of the most remarkable 
Celestial objects visible with small telescopes. His name fre¬ 
quently appeared in print as a contributor to The Observatory , 
Knowledge , and the English Mechanic. He was also much 
interested in the study of the lunar surface, and was associated 
with Mr. E. Nevill (Neison) in the formation of the “ Seleno- 
graphical Society ” — a small association of lunar observers, which 
existed from 1879 to 1883 (when Mr. Neison left England for 
South Africa). Five volumes of the Selenographical Journal 
were published by this Society, and Mr. Sadler was a frequent 
contributor. 

He never married. He died suddenly, 1898 June 1. 


Alfred Fish Smith was born in London, 1832 December 
25. He was a student at University College, London, under 
Professor De Morgan, and took his B.A. degree at London 
University in 1855. In 1851 he entered the Normal College of 
the British and Foreign School Society, Borough Hoad, London 
(now at Isleworth), as a student, and was, after a few months, 
appointed Acting Resident Officer for the College. In the 
following year he became Resident Officer, and subsequently 
Tutor, Mathematical Lecturer and Vice Principal, which last 
position he held for twenty years, resigning in 1888 from failing 
health. He married in i860 Jane Sarah Wretts, of Ipswich, who 
died in 1885 : his family consisted of six sons and six daughters, 
ten of whom survive him. He died in London, 1898 September 25. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society, 1869 January 8. 


Josias Edward De Yilliers, of Sea Point, South Africa, 
was a Eellow of our Society for little more than a year, having 
been elected 1897 January 8. He was killed in a railway 
accident 1898 August 16. Between Langsberg and Matjesfontein 
a goods train was being shunted at the top of the Mostertohoek 
gradient, and moving down the incline, crashed into the 
Johannesburg mail train. Mr. De Yilliers, four other Europeans, 
and many natives were killed by the collision. 
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Mr. De Yilliers joined the British Astronomical Association 
on the occasion of the total solar eclipse of 1896 August; and 
kindly reference is made in the Journal of the Association (1898 
October) to the help he gave the expedition by his survey of the 
ground and his determination of the meridian line. This notice 
of him, which is practically here reproduced, reprints the following 
extract from the Cape Argus of 1898 August 17 : 

“ Mr. De Yilliers was a land surveyor by profession, and after 
many vicissitudes, which include some years'’ membership of the 
Free State Yolksraad, he had acquired wealth and settled down 
to enjoy a life of cultivated leisure at Sea Point. His hobby was 
astronomy, and he had lately spent seme thousands of pounds on 
a new observatory in his own grounds, which was about to be 
fitted with the finest of appliances. He had some taste in art, and 
was altogether one of the pleasantest of companions and most 
sociable of men. It was his delight to have his friends about him. 
He was returning from his canvass as Bond Candidate for 
Yryburg. A Progressive observed on hearing the sad news 
to-day : 4 If all the Bondsmen were like him, I would not mind 
seeing fifty of them in the Housed 

George Williams was bom at Baroche, in the Bombay 
Presidency, 1814 May 14. He was the eldest son of the late 
Colonel Monier Williams, Surveyor-General of that Presidency, 
and brother of Sir Monier Williams, K.C.I.E.. the Boden Pro¬ 
fessor of Sanskrit in the University of Oxford. 

At the age of seventeen he was articled to Mr. Decimus 
Burton, the well known architect of the entrance gates at Hyde 
Park Corner, of the Archway opposite, of the Athenaeum Club, 
and other public buildings in the Metropolis. He served his full 
time of five years with Mr. Burton, and afterwards travelled for 
a year and a half in Italy and Greece. He devoted much of his 
time at Athens to drawings and measurements of the noble ruins 
on the Acropolis and its neighbourhood. Photography was not 
known in those days, and the student had to collect his materials 
by his own personal labour, his own careful drawings, his own 
exact measurements by tape and foot rule. His industry was 
proved by the large number of drawings he brought home with 
him from Italy and Greece. 

On his return to England he entered into partnership with 
his cousin, Mr. Arthur Williams, who was practising as an 
architect in Liverpool, and there he made the acquaintance of 
Mr. Lassell and Mr. Stanistreet, an acquaintance which ripened 
into a lifelong friendship. The rapidly increasing wealth and 
importance of Liverpool afforded ample scope for an architect of 
his acquired taste and education, and he w~as actively engaged for 
many years of his professional life in designing and constructing 
many of the public buildings and churches in that city, and of 
the residences of the prosperous mercantile men in the suburbs. 
The entire management of the Princes Park, which had just then 
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